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OF THE U. S. AIR FORCE \EROSPACE DEFENSE CCMANP. (ACC}„ THE 

instpunents ;:e:re launc.nec atop a two- stage tmor-rupner ir missile: 

FROM VANOENBURG AIR FORCE *ASE (AFB) f CALIF. , BY ADC'S 10TH AEROSPACE 
DEFENSE SGUAORCN (ADSK THE PAYLOAO AND SECOND STAGE WERE PROVIDED 
BY THE AIR FORCE SYSTEMS CQ'-'MAND (AFSC) AS PART OF A SPACE EXPERIMENT 
SUPPORT PROGRAM. THE THOR ROOSTER* OR FIRST STAGE i IS ALSO USED 3Y AOC 
IN THE COMMAND'S HOLE OF PROVIGING A LIMITED CAPABILITY TO DESTROY 
HOSTILE SATELLITES. ADC'S ANTI-SATELLITE J-'ISSION IS PERFORMED P.Y THE 
10TH ADS PERSONNEL ON JOHNSTON ISLAND IN THE PACIFIC OCEAN, TQOAYtS 
LAUNCH NOT ONLY HELPED PROVIDE TRAINING FOR THE 10TH AOS CREW RUT 
ALSO WAS CONDUCTED AT CONSIDERABLY LESS COST THAN SIMILAR LAUNCHES 
BY CIVILIAN CONTRACTORS. 

ADC MAINS A NETWORK OF RADARS TO TRACK AND HELP IDENTIFY ALL 
EARTH-ORBITING OBJECTS, AND ANOTHER NETV-ORK TO VARN OF ICO?-! ATTACK. 
THESE WARNING SYSTEMS ARE LATER ADDITIONS TO THE MOPE CONVENTIONAL 
AIRCRAFT SURVEILLANCE AND WARNING RADARS OPERATED GY THE COMMANO SINCE 
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ITS CONCEPTION V0«£ THAN T40 CECAPES AGO, OPERATING THE SPACE SURVEIL- 
LANCE A».'0 THOn SYSTE-'S *AKES ADC THE ONLY AIR FORCE ''AJOR CO^MiMQ 
hITH AN ACTIVE SPACE MISSION. 

THE THOR -AS LAUNCHED AT PACIFIC DAYLIGHT TIVE (POT! 

TODAY. SPACE DEFENSE CENTER ORBITAL ANALYSTS REPORTED THAT THE PAYLOAO 
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OF INST"UNENTS COMPLETED ITS FIRST CR3IT AT POT. 

DURING THE 15--EVCLUTI0N# POLAP-ONPIT FLIGHT* THE AFSC PAYLOAO 
INSTRUMENTS .'/ILL CO'UUCT EXPERIMENTS It! "APPING INFRARED SOURCES IN THE 
CELESTIAL SPHERE, AND A CORRELATION OF IONIZ&TION SURROUNDING A PAYLOAO 
-S -FUNCTION OF THE PAYLOA"»S VELOCITY — IN OTHER v/OPnS, TO V.HAT EXTENT 
DOES ThE VELOCITY OF AN CR3ITING ObJECT DETERMINE THE CEGREE OF 

ionization .;rcu::d IT. 

IONIZATION. Oh ELECTRICAL CHARGING OF ARTICLES, IS 3ELISVED TO 
CAUSE THE FAMILIAR RADIO 'BLACKOUT' OF SPACE CAPSULES CURING REENTRY OF 
IHL EARTH'S AT-'.OSPr-:E-lE. THIS PPOHLE^ HAS PERSISTED FROM JOHN GLENN'S 
££vt~o< OK u1 T.*L a 'LI 2- :j .T TH-.O'.'GH \PCLLO NOON "ISSlO'iS. 

"" *T.HE IONIZATION ZXPEFINENT OF V\£ SATELLITE LAUNCHED TODAY IS TO 
COLLECT DATA THAT NIGHT EVENTUALLY FORK THE ^ASIS FOP A NEW CELESTIAL 
UV'CATIONAL TOOL — ^ETE-NIMNG Z?£Z?; OF A S=-\CZ VEHICLE FRO** ION 
C'jr.CENTRATI'::^ ON IT, 

DURING ITS FIRST ORhlTS. THE THOR-C-OOSTED SATELLITE WAS TRACKED BY 
SPACETRACK RADARS* PROVIDING THE DATA HY WHICH THE ANALYSTS DETER- 
*IH£D THE TINE OF INITIAL 0R9ITS. 

. AOC FORCES CONSTITUTE THE MAJORITY OF RESOURCES OF THE NORTH AMERI- 
CAN 

AIR DEFENSE COMMAND (NORAD). WHICH OPERATES A SPACE OFFENSE CENTER in 
ITS COV-BAT OPERATIONS CENTER, LOCATED BENEATH CHEYENNE MOUNTAIN OUTSIDE 
COLORADO SPRINGS, COLO. 

BOTH ADC AND NORAD ARE HEADQUARTERED If! COLORADO SPRINGS. 
IR4QU0TE GP-* 
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